
PAID REFERENCES 

Achary, Neel. “Has Gen Z Slang Gone Too Far? Marketing Expert Reveals 5 Risks of Trying Too Hard.” 

Business News This Week, 19 June 2025, 

https://businessnewsthisweek.com/digital-marketing/has-gen-z-slang-gone-too-far-marketing-e

xpert-reveals-5-risks-of-trying-too-hard/ . Accessed March 2026. 

CassWorld. “How to Get Your Brand into Premium Magazines.” Social Life Magazines, 14 November 

2025, 

https://sociallifemagazine.com/the-archive/how-to-get-your-brand-into-premium-magazine-dist

ribution-the-hamptons/ . Accessed March 2026. 

The American Spectator. “Gen Z’s Nostalgia Isn’t Regression — It’s Resistance.” ArchBridge Institute, 

August 6 2025, 

https://www.archbridgeinstitute.org/gen-zs-nostalgia-isnt-regression-its-resistance/#:~:text=Mo

re%20than%20half%20of%20Gen,a%20richer%2C%20more%20cohesive%20culture.&text=Routl

edge%27s%20New%20York%20Times%20piece,article%20at%20The%20American%20Spectator.  

VK, Dhanyasree, and Jisha S. Kumar. “International Journal of Marketing and Technology.” IMPORTANCE 

OF TAGLINES IN SERVICE BRANDING (WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO BANKING SECTOR), 7 2018 

July, https://www.ijmra.us/project%20doc/2018/IJMT_JULY2018/IJMRA-14111.pdf . Accessed 

March 2026. 

Added after Redraft 

HE Social Media Agency. “Gen Z Social Media Stats: Platforms, Time & Trends 2026.” Socially In, 2026, 

https://sociallyin.com/gen-z-social-media-usage-statistics/.  

Hughes, Caroline. “Outdoor Advertising Industry Statistics.” WifiTalents, 2026, 

https://wifitalents.com/outdoor-advertising-industry-statistics/.  

https://businessnewsthisweek.com/digital-marketing/has-gen-z-slang-gone-too-far-marketing-expert-reveals-5-risks-of-trying-too-hard/
https://businessnewsthisweek.com/digital-marketing/has-gen-z-slang-gone-too-far-marketing-expert-reveals-5-risks-of-trying-too-hard/
https://sociallifemagazine.com/the-archive/how-to-get-your-brand-into-premium-magazine-distribution-the-hamptons/
https://sociallifemagazine.com/the-archive/how-to-get-your-brand-into-premium-magazine-distribution-the-hamptons/
https://www.archbridgeinstitute.org/gen-zs-nostalgia-isnt-regression-its-resistance/#:~:text=More%20than%20half%20of%20Gen,a%20richer%2C%20more%20cohesive%20culture.&text=Routledge%27s%20New%20York%20Times%20piece,article%20at%20The%20American%20Spectator
https://www.archbridgeinstitute.org/gen-zs-nostalgia-isnt-regression-its-resistance/#:~:text=More%20than%20half%20of%20Gen,a%20richer%2C%20more%20cohesive%20culture.&text=Routledge%27s%20New%20York%20Times%20piece,article%20at%20The%20American%20Spectator
https://www.archbridgeinstitute.org/gen-zs-nostalgia-isnt-regression-its-resistance/#:~:text=More%20than%20half%20of%20Gen,a%20richer%2C%20more%20cohesive%20culture.&text=Routledge%27s%20New%20York%20Times%20piece,article%20at%20The%20American%20Spectator
https://www.ijmra.us/project%20doc/2018/IJMT_JULY2018/IJMRA-14111.pdf
https://sociallyin.com/gen-z-social-media-usage-statistics/
https://wifitalents.com/outdoor-advertising-industry-statistics/


Maker Sights. “Gen Z Footwear Study.” Maker Sights, 2026, 

https://www.makersights.com/resources/gen-z-footwear-study.  

Opena, Ansherina, and Leszek Dudkiewicz. “65+ Gen Z Social Media Usage Statistics [2026] That Can’t 

Ignore.” CropInk, 2026, https://cropink.com/gen-z-social-media-usage-statistics.  

Rand, Stephanie. “Gen Z Media Consumption 2026: Social Media & What’s Next.” Attest, 4 March 2026, 

https://www.askattest.com/blog/research/gen-z-media-consumption. Accessed 14 April 2026. 

Shalhoup, Olivia, and Kevin Winter. “Coachella 2026 Billboards Show Why Physical Media Is Back.” 

Forbes, 9 April 2026, 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/oliviashalhoup/2026/04/09/the-billboards-on-the-way-to-coachel

la-are-some-of-the-most-anticipated-marketing-of-the-year-heres-why/.  Accessed 14 April 2026. 

Signs.com. “Billboard Advertising in 2025: 41 Must-Know Statistics.” Signs.com, 2026, 

https://www.signs.com/blog/billboard-advertising-statistics/.  

“The State of Gen Z.” CTAM, 2 April 2026, 

https://www.ctam.com/industry-resources/media-behaviors-and-industry-trends/the-state-of-g

en-z/.  Accessed 14 April 2026. 

 

EARNED REFERENCES 

“The 1% for the Planet Story.” 1% for the Planet, https://www.onepercentfortheplanet.org/about/story. 

Accessed 21 March 2026. 

“About Us.” Dick's Sporting Goods, https://www.dickssportinggoods.jobs/about-us/ . Accessed 21 March 

2026. 

Cho, Renée. “AI's Growing Carbon Footprint – State of the Planet.” State of the Planet, 9 June 2023, 

https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2023/06/09/ais-growing-carbon-footprint/ . Accessed March 

2026. 

https://www.makersights.com/resources/gen-z-footwear-study
https://cropink.com/gen-z-social-media-usage-statistics
https://www.askattest.com/blog/research/gen-z-media-consumption
https://www.forbes.com/sites/oliviashalhoup/2026/04/09/the-billboards-on-the-way-to-coachella-are-some-of-the-most-anticipated-marketing-of-the-year-heres-why/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/oliviashalhoup/2026/04/09/the-billboards-on-the-way-to-coachella-are-some-of-the-most-anticipated-marketing-of-the-year-heres-why/
https://www.signs.com/blog/billboard-advertising-statistics/
https://www.ctam.com/industry-resources/media-behaviors-and-industry-trends/the-state-of-gen-z/
https://www.ctam.com/industry-resources/media-behaviors-and-industry-trends/the-state-of-gen-z/
https://www.dickssportinggoods.jobs/about-us/
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2023/06/09/ais-growing-carbon-footprint/


“Impacts of Plastic Pollution | US EPA.” EPA, 15 May 2025, 

https://www.epa.gov/plastics/impacts-plastic-pollution . Accessed March 2026. 

“Nike Raw Materials Playbook.” Nike, 

https://media.about.nike.com/files/ab3f8976-4bd8-49e1-b8d5-fbc29c31e05c/Raw_Materials_Pl

aybook_2025_0917_Public.pdf . Accessed 21 March 2026. 

Added after Redraft 

“Bat Trade-In by SidelineSwap.” 

https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/reference/bat-trade-in?srsltid=AfmBOopG3jIE-faRTN-2c

3o_GN6FecB-rO4VzhsSe9cu1yT5EjMUEGTB.  

Carbinato, Daniela, et al. “Sustainable Packaging: What Consumers Want Next from the Paper and 

Packaging Industry.” Bain & Company, 

https://www.bain.com/insights/sustainable-packaging-paper-and-packaging-report-2023/. 

“Dick's establishes new goals for DEI, sustainability.” Bicycle Retailer, 2021, 

https://www.bicycleretailer.com/industry-news/2021/08/03/dicks-establishes-new-goals-dei-sus

tainability.  

“Dicks Sporting Goods Sustainability Profile.” Ditch Carbon, 2025, 

https://ditchcarbon.com/organizations/dicks-sporting-goods.  

Holbrook, Emily. “DICK’S Sporting Goods Takes Steps to Completely Eliminate Plastic Bags.” Enviormental 

Energy Leader, 2020, 

https://www.environmentenergyleader.com/stories/dicks-sporting-goods-takes-steps-to-comple

tely-eliminate-plastic-bags,6473.  

Kachook, Olga. “3 strategies for 2 crises: Tackling carbon emissions and packaging waste together.” Trellis, 

2025, 

https://www.epa.gov/plastics/impacts-plastic-pollution
https://media.about.nike.com/files/ab3f8976-4bd8-49e1-b8d5-fbc29c31e05c/Raw_Materials_Playbook_2025_0917_Public.pdf?utm_source=copilot.com
https://media.about.nike.com/files/ab3f8976-4bd8-49e1-b8d5-fbc29c31e05c/Raw_Materials_Playbook_2025_0917_Public.pdf?utm_source=copilot.com
https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/reference/bat-trade-in?srsltid=AfmBOopG3jIE-faRTN-2c3o_GN6FecB-rO4VzhsSe9cu1yT5EjMUEGTB
https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/reference/bat-trade-in?srsltid=AfmBOopG3jIE-faRTN-2c3o_GN6FecB-rO4VzhsSe9cu1yT5EjMUEGTB
https://www.bicycleretailer.com/industry-news/2021/08/03/dicks-establishes-new-goals-dei-sustainability
https://www.bicycleretailer.com/industry-news/2021/08/03/dicks-establishes-new-goals-dei-sustainability
https://ditchcarbon.com/organizations/dicks-sporting-goods
https://www.environmentenergyleader.com/stories/dicks-sporting-goods-takes-steps-to-completely-eliminate-plastic-bags,6473
https://www.environmentenergyleader.com/stories/dicks-sporting-goods-takes-steps-to-completely-eliminate-plastic-bags,6473


https://trellis.net/article/3-strategies-for-2-crises-tackling-carbon-emissions-and-packaging-wast

e-together/.  

 

SHARED REFERENCES 

“About Us.” Dick's Sporting Goods, https://www.dickssportinggoods.jobs/about-us/ . Accessed 21 March 

2026. 

Page, Tiffanie. Untitled, 

https://s27.q4cdn.com/812551136/files/doc_downloads/2023/11/2022_DSG-PurposePlaybook

_Final.pdf.  Accessed March 2026. 

“Sustainability.” DICK'S Sporting Goods, https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/marketing/sustainability 

. Accessed March 2026. 

“Visual Aids: Boosting Retention and Understanding.” Graduate Programs for Educators, 

https://www.graduateprogram.org/blog/visual-aids-boosting-retention-and-understanding/ . 

Accessed March 2026. 

*Canva Pro for images* 

Added after Redraft 

https://s27.q4cdn.com/812551136/files/doc_downloads/2020PurposePlaybook.pdf . Accessed April 

2026 

“DICK'S Sporting Goods Takes Action To Create A Future Free Of Single-use Plastic Bags.” PR Newswire, 

2020, 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/dicks-sporting-goods-takes-action-to-create-a-futu

re-free-of-single-use-plastic-bags-301139398.html.  

Wilson, Marianne. “Dick’s Sporting Goods details environmental, social goals.” Chain Storage, 2021, 

https://chainstoreage.com/dicks-sporting-goods-details-environmental-social-goals.  

https://trellis.net/article/3-strategies-for-2-crises-tackling-carbon-emissions-and-packaging-waste-together/
https://trellis.net/article/3-strategies-for-2-crises-tackling-carbon-emissions-and-packaging-waste-together/
https://www.dickssportinggoods.jobs/about-us/
https://s27.q4cdn.com/812551136/files/doc_downloads/2023/11/2022_DSG-PurposePlaybook_Final.pdf
https://s27.q4cdn.com/812551136/files/doc_downloads/2023/11/2022_DSG-PurposePlaybook_Final.pdf
https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/marketing/sustainability
https://www.graduateprogram.org/blog/visual-aids-boosting-retention-and-understanding/
https://s27.q4cdn.com/812551136/files/doc_downloads/2020PurposePlaybook.pdf
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/dicks-sporting-goods-takes-action-to-create-a-future-free-of-single-use-plastic-bags-301139398.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/dicks-sporting-goods-takes-action-to-create-a-future-free-of-single-use-plastic-bags-301139398.html
https://chainstoreage.com/dicks-sporting-goods-details-environmental-social-goals


 

 

OWNED REFERENCES 

“Community Outreach Programs.” DICK'S Sporting Goods, 

https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/community-programs?utm_source=chatgpt.com . 

Accessed March 2026. 

“Dick's House of Sport.” Dick's House of Sport, 

https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/marketing/houseofsport?srsltid=AfmBOorevUP7i8qE8fE

uYlHCq4k9BA_lAg2TDtE_AFx1ps28_ltfyVVu . 

“Dick's Sporting Goods expands House of Sport stores.” CNBC, 23 October 2025, 

https://www.cnbc.com/2025/10/23/dicks-sporting-goods-house-of-sport-stores.html . Accessed 

March 2026. 

“DICK'S Sporting Goods Opens Internal Influencer Program to the Public.” Dick's Sporting Goods, 10 

February 2025, 

https://investors.dicks.com/news/news-details/2025/DICKS-Sporting-Goods-Opens-Internal-Infl

uencer-Program-to-the-Public/default.aspx.  

Faithfull, Mark. “Dick’s Bets On Foot Locker To Kick Start Global Growth Across Brands.” Forbes, 9 

September 2025, 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/markfaithfull/2025/09/09/dicks-bets-on-foot-locker-to-kick-start-

global-growth-across-brands/ . 

“Mobile App | DSG.” DICK'S Sporting Goods, 

https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/marketing/mobile-app. Accessed 21 March 2026. 

https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/community-programs?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/marketing/houseofsport?srsltid=AfmBOorevUP7i8qE8fEuYlHCq4k9BA_lAg2TDtE_AFx1ps28_ltfyVVu
https://www.dickssportinggoods.com/s/marketing/houseofsport?srsltid=AfmBOorevUP7i8qE8fEuYlHCq4k9BA_lAg2TDtE_AFx1ps28_ltfyVVu
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/10/23/dicks-sporting-goods-house-of-sport-stores.html
https://investors.dicks.com/news/news-details/2025/DICKS-Sporting-Goods-Opens-Internal-Influencer-Program-to-the-Public/default.aspx
https://investors.dicks.com/news/news-details/2025/DICKS-Sporting-Goods-Opens-Internal-Influencer-Program-to-the-Public/default.aspx
https://www.forbes.com/sites/markfaithfull/2025/09/09/dicks-bets-on-foot-locker-to-kick-start-global-growth-across-brands/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/markfaithfull/2025/09/09/dicks-bets-on-foot-locker-to-kick-start-global-growth-across-brands/


“Physical Activity Benefits for Adults 65 or Older.” CDC, 4 December 2025, 

https://www.cdc.gov/physical-activity-basics/health-benefits/older-adults.html . Accessed 

March 2026. 

RUGABER, CHRISTOPHER, and MATT OTT. “US economy hits the brakes as GDP slows to 1.4% in fourth 

quarter.” AP News, 20 February 2026, 

https://apnews.com/article/gdp-economy-consumer-shutdown-immigration-0e5caca783b93eaf

2231496e3e0f54f3 . Accessed March 2026. 

“What are Mission Vision & Core Values of Dick's Sporting Goods Company? (Read more at: 

https://portersfiveforce.com/blogs/mission/dickssportinggoods) .” Porter's Fives Foirces, 13 

September 2025, 

https://portersfiveforce.com/blogs/mission/dickssportinggoods#:~:text=What%20drives%20the

%20success%20of,the%20Porter%27s%20Five%20Forces%20Analysis. Accessed March 2026. 

“What is Competitive Landscape of Dick's Sporting Goods Company?” BCG Matrix, 

https://matrixbcg.com/blogs/competitors/dickssportinggoods#:~:text=Integrated%20stores%2C

%20e%2Dcommerce%20and,Private%2DLabel%20Portfolio . Accessed March 2026. 

Milligan, Susan. “Harvard research: U.S. trade tariffs are increasing prices | Institute for Business in 

Global Society.” Harvard Business School, 24 October 2025, 

https://www.hbs.edu/bigs/us-trade-tariffs-increasing-prices . Accessed March 2026. 

 

Added after Redraft 

“Consumer Edge Reports Sporting Goods Spending Declines Amid Inflation, Tariffs and Middle-Income 

Pullback.” PR Newswire, 19 March 2026, 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/consumer-edge-reports-sporting-goods-spending-

https://www.cdc.gov/physical-activity-basics/health-benefits/older-adults.html
https://apnews.com/article/gdp-economy-consumer-shutdown-immigration-0e5caca783b93eaf2231496e3e0f54f3
https://apnews.com/article/gdp-economy-consumer-shutdown-immigration-0e5caca783b93eaf2231496e3e0f54f3
https://portersfiveforce.com/blogs/mission/dickssportinggoods
https://matrixbcg.com/blogs/competitors/dickssportinggoods#:~:text=Integrated%20stores%2C%20e%2Dcommerce%20and,Private%2DLabel%20Portfolio
https://matrixbcg.com/blogs/competitors/dickssportinggoods#:~:text=Integrated%20stores%2C%20e%2Dcommerce%20and,Private%2DLabel%20Portfolio
https://www.hbs.edu/bigs/us-trade-tariffs-increasing-prices
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/consumer-edge-reports-sporting-goods-spending-declines-amid-inflation-tariffs-and-middle-income-pullback-302718318.html


declines-amid-inflation-tariffs-and-middle-income-pullback-302718318.html . Accessed 14 April 

2026. 

“Dicks Sporting Goods Company & Revenue.” ECBD, 

https://ecdb.com/resources/sample-data/retailer/dickssportinggoods.  

DICK'S Sporting Goods, Inc. “DICK'S Sporting Goods, Inc. Reports Third Quarter Results; Raises 2025 

Outlook for the DICK'S Business.” PR Newswire, 2025, 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/dicks-sporting-goods-inc-reports-third-quarter-res

ults-raises-2025-outlook-for-the-dicks-business-302625423.html.  

“Dick’s Sporting Goods is buying Foot Locker for $2.4 billion.” CNN, 15 May 2025, 

https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/15/business/dicks-foot-locker-acquisition . Accessed 14 April 

2026. 

Genovese, Daniella. “Dick's Sporting Goods plans to close some Foot Locker stores.” Fox Business, 25 

November 2025, 

https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle/dicks-sporting-goods-plans-close-some-foot-locker-stores 

. Accessed 14 April 2026. 

Sheehan, Evan. “Sustainability in retail.” Deloitte, 

https://www.deloitte.com/global/en/Industries/consumer/analysis/sustainability-in-retail.html . 

Tandon, Mahek. “Top 11 Fitness Industry Trends and Stats to Watch in 2025.” Smart Healths Club, 2024, 

https://smarthealthclubs.com/blog/top-11-fitness-industry-trends-and-stats-to-watch-in-2025/.  

 

AI REFERENCES 

“Can you find me the major music and sporting events in the US happening July 1st - August 2nd. Think 

events like Lollapalooza, FIFA World Cup, etc. Prime audience goers should also focus primarily on Gen-Z 

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/consumer-edge-reports-sporting-goods-spending-declines-amid-inflation-tariffs-and-middle-income-pullback-302718318.html
https://ecdb.com/resources/sample-data/retailer/dickssportinggoods
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/dicks-sporting-goods-inc-reports-third-quarter-results-raises-2025-outlook-for-the-dicks-business-302625423.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/dicks-sporting-goods-inc-reports-third-quarter-results-raises-2025-outlook-for-the-dicks-business-302625423.html
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/15/business/dicks-foot-locker-acquisition
https://www.foxbusiness.com/lifestyle/dicks-sporting-goods-plans-close-some-foot-locker-stores
https://www.deloitte.com/global/en/Industries/consumer/analysis/sustainability-in-retail.html?utm_source=copilot.com
https://smarthealthclubs.com/blog/top-11-fitness-industry-trends-and-stats-to-watch-in-2025/


audiences.” prompt. Copilot, version unknown, Microsoft, 19 Marc. 2026, 

https://copilot.microsoft.com/. 

“Hi, can you name me cheeky ways to call a shoe? Anything that is play on words, double meaning, etc. 

Thank you!” prompt. ChatGPT, GPT-5.3 architecture, OpenAI, 19 Marc. 2026, https://chatgpt.com/. 

“Please pull reliable sources that speak to Gen-Z's distaste for companies using cool words for their 

products.” prompt. Copilot, version unknown, Microsoft, 19 Marc. 2026, https://copilot.microsoft.com/. 

“Which major publications have released opinion pieces from CEOs about sustainability efforts, climate 

policy, and that sort of conversation.” prompt. Copilot, version unknown, Microsoft, 19 Marc. 2026, 

https://copilot.microsoft.com/. 

“Please find reliable articles/sources that speak to Dick’s mostly succeeding in the US market vs 

international.” prompt. Perplexity AI, version unknown, Perplexity AI, 21 Marc. 2026, 

https://www.perplexity.ai/. 

“Please find any connection or play on words with old people, elderly, grandparents etc with athletic, 

movement, sport, etc.” prompt. Copilot, version unknown, Microsoft, 21 Marc. 2026, 

https://copilot.microsoft.com/. 

“Okay, looking at the rubric and comparing to my SWOT analysis, without changing any content, please 

highlight any outstanding points that I miss or slightly don’t hit the mark. Does it follow what the prompt 

is asking for?” prompt. ChatBot, OpenAI GPT 5.1, Anthropic, 21 Marc. 

2026,https://chat.chatbotapp.ai/?model=gpt-5-mini. 

Added after Redraft 

“Okay, looking at the rubric and the reviewer’s notes. Please find data from reliable sources to help me 

build my research from my current [insert individual PESO elements].” prompt. Claude, OpenAI Sonnet 

4.6 Anthropic, 14 April. 2026, https://claude.ai/new 

https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://chatgpt.com/
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://www.perplexity.ai/
https://copilot.microsoft.com/
https://chat.chatbotapp.ai/?model=gpt-5-mini
https://claude.ai/new


“Please find me op-ed pieces that have stood out in any way. Specifically voices that went again the 

traditional formal way that a CEO may speak (still professionally though). What was their tone?” prompt. 

Claude, OpenAI Sonnet 4.6 Anthropic, 14 April. 2026, https://claude.ai/new 

“Please find me sport driven, athletic words that have a double meaning or could be used more than 

once. This can be words or phrases that people could immediately recognize as a sport reference but as a 

general way of saying something” prompt. Claude, OpenAI Sonnet 4.6 Anthropic, 14 April. 2026, 

https://claude.ai/new 

“Can you create me a side bars with these numbers and fill the percentage it would be in bar? Please 

make it horizontal and follow Dick’s Sporting Goods company colors. [Insert data numbers]” prompt. 

Claude, OpenAI Sonnet 4.6 Anthropic, 14 April. 2026, https://claude.ai/new 

“Okay, looking at the rubric and the reviewer’s notes, and my old work- Did I answer and fix the issues 

that were presented? Is there any confusion still from the past? Is there any new issues I may have to 

fix/address” prompt. Claude, OpenAI Sonnet 4.6 Anthropic, 14 April. 2026, https://claude.ai/new 

“Okay, looking at the rubric that the graders had (as a template) and my updated work, how would you 

grade me? It is enough to be above the passing threshold” prompt. Claude, OpenAI Sonnet 4.6 

Anthropic, 14 April. 2026, https://claude.ai/new 

 

 

https://claude.ai/new
https://claude.ai/new
https://claude.ai/new
https://claude.ai/new
https://claude.ai/new

